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 Yesterday’s Vehicles on Tomorrow’s Roads
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The Register caters for all the under 1 litre Reliant 
4-wheeled vehicles plus all of their derivatives: 
Kittens, Foxes, Rebels, Tempests, Salamanders, 
Ciphers, PK Jimps, Asquiths, Vantiques and all 
other specials including the Liege…… 
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  Dinky Cars 
 

RELIANT SPECIALIST 
 

Wennington Marsh Farm, Wennington Road 
Rainham Essex RM13 9EE 
Tel: 07958 246891 

 

SALES, SPARES, REPAIRS,  
ENGINE RECONDITIONING 
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From the Oval Office 
 

Although famed for its three wheelers, Reliant certainly cannot 
be accused of being a one product company.  Through the years their 
range has covered Sabres, Scimitars, Rebels, Kittens, Foxes, Ants, 
Taxis, Boats and prototypes for Ford and BMC,  but all good things 
come to an end, and the search was on to replace the Robin.  

 
The French had come up with a new classification of small car 

which, legend had it, could be driven by almost any citizen sixteen 
years old and over.  They were propelled by small diesel engines via 
CVT transmissions and had a max speed in the region of 35 mph.  As 
they were homologated in the EU there was nothing to stop their use 
in the UK. 
 

 
 
  There were several makers to choose from, and Reliant went 
for Ligier, after all, they did make racing cars, so they should know a 
thing or two.  In 1998 two of the microcars arrived at Two Gates for 
assessment.  One was trailered north for me to try out away from 
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prying eyes in the Midlands.  It was left hand steer of course, and 
there were various UK legalities it needed, like rear fog lights, etc.  It 
was very entertaining, but not quick enough for A road traffic.  One 
night I drove it down to Tamworth avoiding the motorways, it 
averaged 33 mph (max 37) and a little over 40 mpg which was 
disappointing as we had expected at least 60.  It all looked quite 
encouraging, and Ligier went ahead with a RHD conversion for the 
UK, but we needed to speed it up to at least 50 mph. 

 
 

  At this point it got complicated because Ligier were going to 
market their cars through Piaggio, the Italian Company famous for its 
scooters and little three wheeled commercials. Piaggio could not 
supply faster versions of the Ligier without contravening the  
homologation.  They also wanted Reliant to sell their three wheel 
commercials into the UK.  A few shows were organised, and at the 
NEC, Russell Watson stood in the back of a Piaggio truck, performing 
arias to the background of an electronic orchestra, an event he is 
unlikely to wish to recall. 
 

At another show the Piaggio was built as an ice cream vending 
vehicle, and bags of ice cream powder were delivered from Italy to be 
consumed by visitors to the stand.  The surplus bags of powder, and 
there were many, were distributed around the Reliant staff for home 
consumption. 
 

  The attempts to wring more speed out of the Ligiers were 
thwarted by Ministry officials requiring official approvals and 
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paperwork, and despite obtaining faster petrol-powered versions, the 
enterprise died, leaving ice cream as Reliant’s last viable new product. 
 

Regards,  John 
 

Shining the light ahead! 
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LLllaannggoolllleenn 22001188 -- as seen from Scotland 
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Tempest news. 
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Liege News 
By Coin Marshall – July 2018 

Swampy’s Hebridean Adventure 
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Epilogue 
 
 Here we are once again, ball joints all greased I hope, and still in 
shock at the lovely warm dry summer we have had, and continue to enjoy. 
 
 A small group of us gathered at our B&B at Llangollen on the 
Saturday evening for a chat over a cup of coffee, I was particularly 
interested to learn more about Andrew Norman’s windmill and cottage 
renovation projects, which are both big long term jobs, that are both 
nearing completion, another couple of years or so, and I expect he will be 
living in the cottage and grinding corn.  Andrew it was great to see you 
again and catch up.  Hopefully you might come in the Radnor van at 
some point. 
 
 I have to say that Carl was almost speechless when John 
presented him with the Chairman’s Choice award this year, for his tidy 
Tandy camper.  Congratulations Carl, and thank you Mr. President. 
 
 My apologies for the absence of captions with the pictures in the 
Llangollen report, there simply was not the room without reducing the 
picture size quite a bit, and it saved me an hour or so too! 
 
 Not only is my desk groaning under the biggest load it has had to 
support for years, but the house is also bulging at the seams as we try to 
decide which treasures to keep from my mother’s flat. Fortunately, my 
niece is taking the piano, it was my maternal grandfather’s, and Moira 
has mentioned the D word if I bring anything else here, but we need to 
empty the flat soon, compromises, some of them heartbreaking, will have 
to be made. 
 
 Right, I do not doubt I have missed something, but I think all I 
need to do now is the Index, and we will be good to go to the printers 
with this one, just a couple of weeks later than I would have liked. 
 
 John (Pearce) tells me we will get the Christmas edition out very 
early in December, I will try, but no promises! 
 

Brian 
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WWW.RELIANTSPARES.COM
Contact: Joe Mason 07973470810 E-mail: joemason@reliantspares.com 

We carry a huge amount of second hand Reliant spares. 
For Regal, Robin Mk1, Mk2, Mk3, SLX, Rialto,  en, Fox, Ant. 

Mail order or colle on 

100+ cars for spares/rebuild. 20+ complete cars for sale. 
With stock changing every week. Have a look in our picture gallery or on YouTube. 

We buy, sell, collect, deliver, restore, tune, hire, export any Reliant. 

We also develop and manufacture new Reliant parts 
Race exhaust systems, 4-1, 4-2-1, big bore or standard pipes, 

Heavy duty race head gaskets, handbrake cables , roof linings, roof racks, 
carpet sets, Rebel race inlet manifolds, disc conversions, ball joint conversions. 

How to nd us:  Woodend farm, Cradley, Bromyard Road, Worcester WR13 5JW 
On the end of the Malvern Hills. Opening hours 9 ll 6 (ish) Monday to Saturday. 

Camping in the Summer, good Pubs, B+B and Cafes local 
 

Home to the “Tempest of England” sports car. Complete Tempests in stock and under 
construc on. We’re also  (gradually!) building Tempest parts list up. 

E-mail: joemason@reliantspares.com  Web site: www.tempestcars.net 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Why not check out our new website? 

It’s devoted to Reliant and all of the models from the Regal to the
Scimitar. We aim to create an online museum dedicated to the great

manufacturer. There’s a new forum to join too!

CHG Classics Ltd
Two Gates, 17 Broad Drove, Wisbech,

Cambridgeshire, PE14 0RW
Tel: 01945 352047

Email: sales@chgclassics.co.uk

One of the UK’s largest stockists of Reliant Parts from the 
Regent to the BN Robin. We carry in stock 3000+ different lines 

of stock meaning we have it when you need it!

RESTORATION • RE-COMMISSIONING • SERVICING • TUNING & MORE!


